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Macomb County Head Start employees honored with “Hands Up Award”

Clinton Township, Mich. — Macomb County Head Start staff  members Cheryl Vario and Jenni-

fer Hopps were honored this summer with a Michigan Head Start Association Hands Up Award. The award
recognizes Head Start employees who have demonstrated exceptional abilities and an outstanding attitude
toward their jobs and Head Start in general.

The Michigan Head Start Association (MHSA) determines the winners of  the award. The awards
were presented at the MHSA/Michigan Community Action Agency Association Joint Summer Conference
on July 22, 2003.

• Jennifer Hopps, of  Warren, first encountered Head Start as a parent with children in the program. While
volunteering in the classroom, Jennifer “caught” the Head Start bug. After her children were in elemen-
tary school, Jennifer worked as a teacher aide, but her ambition was to become a teacher. She lived up to
that ambition and has now been a dedicated teacher for seven years. In addition to teaching, she contin-
ues to be active in many aspects of  the Head Start program though special events, conferences, research,
and committees.

• Cheryl Vario, of  St. Clair Shores, began with the Head Start program as a teacher aide. She then com-
pleted her Associates degree in Early Childhood Education through Macomb Community College and
became a teacher for Head Start. While the children and families adored her as a teacher, Cheryl wanted
to do more for the families in the program. In one year, Cheryl completed her Bachelors of  Science in
Early Childhood Education and left the classroom to become a Family Service Coordinator in the main
Head Start office. As a Family Service Coordinator, Cheryl has done an outstanding job. She headed the
Fatherhood Initiative Committee and increased fatherhood involvement in Head Start by 54% in one
year. She has also begun several collaborations and events.

Head Start is a comprehensive preschool program for three and four year olds from income eligible
families. There are classrooms serving children throughout Macomb County. The program is free to families
who meet federal guidelines. For more information, please call the Macomb County Head Start office at
(586) 469-5215. Applications are accepted year-round.


